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In the second instalment
of SGCC at the Theatre,
the theme of childhood
continues with

WILD RICE's year-end
pantomime, Peter Pan
in Serangoon Gardens.
The production’s
director and playwright
reveal the inspiration to
set it in Singapore.

Theatre group W!LD RICE has
been entertaining audiences
in Singapore and beyond
for 19 years. In that time, it has won
numerous fans for its high-quality
and always entertaining productions.
It has also built up a wide following
beyond its core audience for its
year-end pantomime. Since 2003, the
company has successfully imprinted
a Singaporean stamp on this British
theatre tradition and given local twists
to famous fairy tales.

“We're so proud that the
WILD RICE pantomime has
evolved into one of the highlights of
Singapore's theatre calendar,” says
Ivan Heng, its Artistic Director. "Our
pantomimes have become a holiday
tradition for so many families. Many
children who grew up watching
and performing in the shows are
now adults. And it's also incredibly
rewarding that many of them are
working in our theatre industry.”
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Continuing The Tradition

This year, that tradition continues
with Peter Pan in Serangoon Gardens.
Premiering on 21 November 2019,
Heng will be directing the production.
As for the inspiration to set it in
Serangoon Gardens, playwright
Thomas Lim reveals that the original
title of the tale by JM Barrie is

Peter Pan in Kensington Gardens,
thus Kensington Park condominium
became the natural localised setting
for the show!

More importantly, the decision to
adapt Peter Pan was down to how it
speaks to the nature of childhood in
Singapore. "Peter Pan is also known
as the boy who never grew up. That

is very much unlike children here
in Singapore, who all grow up very
fast," explains Lim. "Not long after
we are born, we are shuttled to
schools and classes to prepare to
be an adult, so much so that there
is very little time to play. | think
Peter Pan is a timely reminder to let
our children be children. They only
have one childhood.”

\While the resonances are clear,
Lim admits that he had to grapple with
certain aspects of cultural translation
in his adaptation. "I had to think a
lot about what certain things mean
culturally. The Lost Boys are often
seen dressed in animal costumes like
the fox, bear and skunk, but not all
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Our pantomimes
have become a
holiday tradition for
so many families.

of them are native to Southeast Asia.
Also, the idea of growing up means
very different things to the English of
the early 20" century compared to
Singaporeans today.”

For Heng. the play serves as
a reminder for adults to have the
courage to dream. "It's a story about
what it means to grow up while
holding on to your ability to dream.
At the same time, how do we hang
on to a youthful spirit of adventure?
How do we keep taking risks instead
of growing stagnant in our lives? | find
that tension in the Peter Pan story to
be very true and inspiring. That also
pretty much sums up what we're
doing in building our own theatre in
the heart of the city,” adds Heng.
[see box storyl

W!ILD RICE sinks roots
in own theatre

After 19 years in the theatre business, W!LD RICE
finally has a home to callits own at Funan, which
opened in late June this year.

Known as W!LD RICE @ Funan, the theatre
company will have a 358-seat theatre, a studio,
and a production office within the shopping mall.

The theatre is uniquely configured with a
thrust stage. This means that the stage extends
into the audience, and audience members
surround the stage on three sides. This not only
creates an immersive experience for the audience
and performers, it also allows the audience
to face each other and acknowledge each
other's presence and experience. "It provides an
unparalleled sense of community,’ explains Ivan
Heng, the company’s Artistic Director.

Having one's own space is not about
having the company's name on the facade of
the mall. Rather, it provides a certain stability
for the company to create “a supportive and
conducive environment for everyone who wants
to collaborate with us to create, develop and
present new and exciting works," insists Heng.

Additionally, a mid-sized theatre enables the
company to present longer runs at affordable ticket
prices — something that will benefit audiences and
the local theatre industry in the long run.

The new venue will be welcoming its first
group of audience in August.
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Book It!

SGCC at the Theatre is pleased to partner W!LD RICE to offer Members
this thrilling experience at exclusive rates:

Peter Pan in Serangoon Gardens
7.30pm Thursday
28 November 2019

The Ngee Ann Kongsi Theatre @ W!LD RICE
Funan #04-08
107 North Bridge Road
Singapore 179105

Specially discounted tickets at $75 each (closing date 16 September 2019)

Contact Jean Lee at 6398 5383 or jean_lee@sgcc.com.sg
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Imagine an island
full of children..
with no iPads.

The stars of the show

Peter Pan in Serangoon Gardens will be
headlined by local favourites Pam Oei
(who plays Peter Pan) and Siti Khalijah
Zainal (who plays Captain Hook),
complemented by a talented group
of local actors and First Stage Kids.
Heng promises that the show would
be an absolute treat. "Audience can
expect to leave the theatre dancing
onair,” he assures.

No expense has been spared in this
production. An international creative
team, from as far afield as Canada,
has been roped in for choreography.
costumes and sets. To add the magic
of flight to the show, W!ILD RICE has
hired a team of rigging experts who
have worked with Cirque du Soleil.
This is another aspect of the show that
audiences will be excited about.

As forwhat the WILD RICE's version
of Neverland would be like, Lim has
only this to say: "Imagine an island full
of children... with no iPads.”
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